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"I see the deep end."

EXT. SIDEWALK - SUNNY DAY

A cheap stroller holds ground against a brick wall.

BENJAMIN, 18 months, unapologetic, second hand clothes with

food stains around the neck, waves at the bus as it drives

bye.

ARNOLD, early 50s, a handsome smile, is sitting beside him

on a piece of cardboard and waving at the bus.

They both smile.

*DOOROPENS*

PARKER, 31, scruffy looking with worn out clothes, walks out

and waves at the bus as well. He tucks a brown paper bag

underneath Benjamin’s stroller.

PARKER

Bus. It’s a bus. Buuuuuuusssss.

BENJAMIN

(Says all sorts of things in his

language.)

Benjamin laughs and wiggles.

ARNOLD

You know I had curls when I was

your age. Everyone thought I was a

girl... but you know that was back

in the 50s.

PARKER

His mom would kill me if I cut em.

ARNOLD

How are things going on in that

front?

PARKER

Well she hasn’t killed me yet.

Parker smiles and they share a moment.
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ARNOLD

And who’s that girl I saw you

walking with to the ice cream

store?

PARKER

She’s an angel.

ARNOLD

Sure does look like one. You take

good care of her.

Parker puts a $10 bill in Arnold’s cup

Arnold rolls his eyes.

PARKER

Oh come on... it’s for the

babysitting. I owe ya.

ARNOLD

You got a little guy you gotta

count them nickels!

Parker pats Arnold on the shoulder and smiles.

Parker and Benjamin make moves.

EXT. BEACH WALKWAY - DAY

The sun is setting over the water and the clouds scream red

and yellow over the horizon.

Parker searches his pockets. Benjamin searches the skyline.

The crisp *FLICK of a lighter cracks the silence. A bottle

is *CRACKED open.

Parker entertains his captivated audience of one with a

retelling of a Hollywood Classic.

PARKER

And he pulls his gun out and dropps

down through the vent and bang

shoost hans - pow pow - he didn’t

want to be the hero... but the

hostages needed someone to save

them.

The waves crash against the shore.
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EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING - DAY

Old brick and no parking spots.

INT. BACHELOR SUITE - NIGHT

The light above the oven is on. The hum of the fridge is

stifling. The apartment is empty except for a bed on the

floor. It is messy. There is a guitar on the counter.

INTINT. BATHROOM - NIGHT

The bathroom door is open a crack. ALEXIS, 18, blonde hair,

last night’s party clothes, sits on the toilet with her

hands on her face. She is *SOBBING.

Empty packaging sits on the edge of the sink.

The front door *OPENS and Parker and Benjamin enter. Alexis

closes the door fully. She clears the counter and splashes

water on her swollen face.

PARKER (O.S.)

Baby... you okay?

ALEXIS

Ya... just a second.

INT. INT. BACHELOR SUITE - NIGHT

Parker can hear the distress in his partners voice.

He sets Benjamin up with the kitchen utensyls.

The sink stops *RUNNING*.

Alexis opens the door with her back to Parker. Parker

unpacks the groceries while Benjamin runs around. She

sheepishly looks at Parker and tries to hide her feelings.

Parker notices and changes his demeanor to supportive and

sensitive.

PARKER

Baby what’s wrong?

Alexis shakes her head and her lip quivers slightly. She

can’t find the strength to speak.



4.

Parker comforts her. He gently grabs her shoulders and

brings her in close. He moves her face close to his and

looks deep into her eyes.

PARKER (cont’d)

Right here.

There is a long pause as Alexis holds back tears.

ALEXIS

I’m pregnant.

Parker is shattered by the news. The reaction is

involountary.

ALEXIS

I’m so sorry.

Parker reconnects.

PARKER

No it’s not your fault. I just...

fuck.

There is silence which creates distance. Parker is sick to

his stomach. Alexis is frozen.

Benjamin interjects with demanding *CHILDSPEAK.

Parker gives Alexis a small rub on the shoulder and walks

over to his son. He opens the fridge and grabs the carton.

It only has a mouthful left.

PARKER

Fuck... sorry buddy I thought there

was more.

ALEXIS

I used it. I’m sorry.

Parker fills up the rest of the bottle with water.

PARKER

It’s okay baby I should have got

him some anyways.

Parker goes through the change in guiyar case and stacks up

maybe $4 in quarters. He shakes his head in disappointment

as he looks at the brown paper bag on the counter.

PARKER

Can you watch him while I run to

the store?
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ALEXIS

Please don’t leave me.

Parker forces himself to look at Alexis. He hates seeing her

sad.

He pulls her in close and she finds comfort on his chest.

ALEXIS (cont’d)

What do you want me to do?

PARKER

We can’t have a baby.

ALEXIS

Okay.

PARKER

I’ll get you pills.

ALEXIS

It might be too late for that.

PARKER

We gotta try.

The two are filled with greif.

PARKER

I’ll just take him it’s fine.

Alexis takes a deep breathe and pulls herself together.

ALEXIS

No that’s alright. I wanna play

with the little monster.

PARKER

You sure?

Alexis gives him a solid nod and a small smile.

Parker puts the change in his pocket and closes the door

with a *THUD.

Alexis fights her tears back but they bleed through a smile.

Benjamin smiles back at her.
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EXT. STREET - NIGHT

Parker fumbles with the change in his pocket and it *CLINKS.

PARKER

Fuck... Stupid... Fucking asshole.

INT. DRUG STORE - NIGHT

Parker looks at the price of the pills and they are $15 more

than he has.

He considers stealing them but decides against it - too much

to lose.

EXT. STREETCORNER - NIGHT

Parker scans the patrons of a corner store for charity -

nothing. He asks even though he knows he will come up empty.

Its not even that much money - just $10 any other day...

He leans defeated against the side walk. He spots a large

man, ADAM, stuggling to unload a dresser out of a small grey

van.

A light bulb moment.

EXT, SIDEWALK - NIGHT

*GRUNTING comes from inside the van.

PARKER

Hey man, I can give you a hand for

a couple bucks.

Adam studies Parker from the tetris packed vehicle.

ADAM

How about a beer?

Parker contemplates his other options but comes up empty

handed.
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INT. ADAM’S APARTMENT - NIGHT

The door opens as the two men bring the dresser into the

unit.

ADAM

I’m just gonna use the lou.

Parker gives him a nod and studies the apartment. A couple

of $20 bills catch his eye in a coffee mug. He is torn.

The *TOILET FLUSHES* and Adam makes his way to the kitchen.

He smiles politely.

ADAM

Those beers though haha. Sorry all

i got is this big old jug. I just

don’t like the taste of any other

beer and we are in my house....

so... haha. Thanks buddy!

Parker takes a glass of the beer and tips.

PARKER

No problem man. Not an issue.

The men cheers.

ADAM

So what are you doing walking

around helping strangers move in

the middle of the night?

PARKER

First time for everything atucally

haha.

ADAM

Well my lower back thanks you.

Adam reaaches his hand out.

ADAM (cont’d)

Adam.

PARKER

Parker.

ADAM

You’re a good dude I can tell. So

why are you begging for change?



8.

PARKER

Ummm... I.

ADAM

Its alright man I’m not judging you

- it just doesn’t add up. You’re

eyes got some shine. Your shoes fit

you right. What gives my friend?

PARKER

Just a shit head I guess.

ADAM

Come on man I don’t believe that.

You helped a stranger move.I can’t

even get my friends to do that -

clearly. You look like the type of

guy who’d help just about anyone

who’d ask.

Parker doesn’t see the point.

PARKER

Thanks for the beer.

ADAM

What do you need?

PARKER

I told you I need money.

ADAM

No my man. I mean deep down. What’s

missing that is troubling you so

deeply?

Parker doesn’t know what to say.

PARKER

I don’t know.

ADAM

Yes you do. Say it out loud. What

do you care if I hear? Nothing can

control you unless you let it.

PARKER

I’m a fuck up. I have people who

trust me and they shouldn’t. I’ll

never ben enough for them.
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ADAM

I bet the money you need is for

them. Am I right?

Parker is silent. He nods.

ADAM (cont’d)

Take it man.

Parker looks confused.

ADAM (cont’d)

Come on. You obviously saw the

green on the counter. I’d say I was

surprised you were both still here

when I got outta the bathroom...

but like I said, you’re a good

dude.

Parker takes the money and puts it in his pocket.

ADAM

You just gotta see yourself as the

hero my mqn. That’s who you are to

the people who need you.

Parker takes the last swig of his beer.

PARKER

You’re right it is good.

ADAM

Ahha! Taste! Glad you’ve got it.

EXT. DEPARTMENT STORE - NIGHT

Parker uses the self checkout.

INT. BACHELOR SUITE - NIGHT

Parker enters his small apartment. The room is quiet.

Parker puts a 2 litre milk in an otherwise empty fridge.

He takes the brown paper bag and he pours the micky down the

sink.

CUT TO:

Parker lays down next to Alexis and pulls her in close. She

kisses him on the cheak and he holds her tight.
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Benjamin cuddles him on the other side.

He settles down with a deep breathe and closes his eyes.

FADE TO BLACK

.


